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Chapter 30

Can You See Me Now?

By Christine Anne Royce

ou can’t see me” is a popular childhood taunt, and although
that hiding in plain sight does not conceal them, it does con
In these activities, students will learn that camouflage is ess
and is accomplished through a variety of ways.

young children may not understand
nect with a lesson about camouflage.

ential to an animal’s survival in nature

r

. Red Eyes Red Eyes or Blue Feathers: A Book About
or-Blue.feathers RhllglliaaoI;

Stockland uses the question, "What’s the best way to survive in the
wild?" to introduce how an animal’s coloration helps it survive in its native en vironments. The author
discusses different animals, ranging from a rhinoceros to g polar bear to a macaw, so that young
readers will have an opportunity to explore how an animal’s color gssists it in survival.

. Hide and Seek: Nature’s Best Vanishing Acts
y Andrea Helman, illustrated by Gavriel Jecan

- Walker and Company, 2008

SBN 978-0-8027-9690-5

Grades 3-6

SYNOPSIS

Hide and Seek introduces readers to different habitats around the
world and the animals that live there, Through actual photographs,
ys that animals can be camouflaged and how the different locations

impact their coloration.
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an You See Me Now?

4. Once the first team has placed their pictures,

the other half of the class should come to the
location and be the predators who are hunting
for the prey (the pictures). Repeat this process
by having the teams switch places.

Once students have had an opportunity to be
the predator (looking for the pictures), and the
prey (those that hide the pictures), bring them
together to discuss questions such as, “Was it
hard to find a place to ‘hide’ the picture? Why
or why not?” Some pictures should be brightly
colored—such as the brilliant macaw in the
story—and will not be well camouflaged in
the setting near your school. You can focus on
other questions such as, “What types of animals
were well camouflaged in this area?” or “If the
animal was moving would it be easier or harder
to find them?” Return to the story to discuss
why some animal adaptations have evolved over
time based on their environments.

Grades 4-6: Moth Madness
Purpose

To examine camouflaging in an environment by

bunting for moths in the classroom

Materials

Various types of paper and cloth

3 to 4 in. moth pattern (p. 167)

Tape

Locating Moths DataTable for students (p. 168)

Procedure
1.

Prior to class, using the moth pattern, cut out two
to three moths per student in different colors and
textures.You can use material such as construction
paper, newspaper, or felt to ensure that you have
a collection of different colorations. Hide moths
around the classroom in obvious places; make
many of them blend into their environment (e.g., a
blue moth on ablue poster) and place others where

- Chapter 3

2y

ot

they do not blend into their environment (e.g,, a
black moth on a white wall). Make a mental note
of where you hid the moths.

Introduce Hide and Seek to the students by
reading them the entire book or the sections
dealing with camouflage associated with color-
ation. Focus on the different types of animals
described in the text and where they are hiding
in the illustrations. Use the text and pictures to
ask students to define coloration and camouflage.

Explain to students that many animals hide and
survive in their natural environments because
they are camouflaged in their surroundings.
Share the story of the peppered moth in Eng-
land during the 1800s (see Internet Resource).

Have each student create (or provide them
with) a data table (p. 168). Explain the differ-
ent components of the table so that students
are aware of the type of information they will

record.

Generate ideas from the students about how they
will locate the moths. Possible answers might
be, “Lock for colored moths on similar colored
backgrounds” or, “Look from different angles by
moving your head.” Animals do this when they
locate a prey in hiding, partly through adaptations
in their eyesight (e.g,, ability to see in nocturnal
conditions) and partly by moving their head back
and forth to gain a better vantage point.

Show students a sample moth and explain that
you have placed moths around the room. All
moths are in view (i.e., not hidden in drawers
or cabinets). While sitting in their seats, provide
the students with three minutes to find and
record as many months as they can. Students
should look quietly by moving around the room
for three additional minutes so they do not give
away the location of the moths to other students;
tell them that their own survival as a predator

depends on this.
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[image: image3.jpg]Have students return to their tables and decide
which moths were the easiest to locate and
which were the most difficult to locate. Locate
all of the moths originally placed in the room.
There may be some moths that the students
did not find.

Conclude with a discussion of coloration and
camouflage. Discuss what made these particular
moths so difficult to find. Use guiding questions
such as, “What features make some moths more
visible than others?” and “What are some colors
or patterns that would help moths survive in a
meadow or woodland environment?”
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Internet Resources

Animal Camouflage Pictures
http://animals.howstuffworks.com/animal-facts/
animal-camouflage-pictures.htm

Nova Online Seeing Through Camouflage
www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/leopards/seeing.html

The Peppered Moth
www.millerandlevine.com/km/evol/Moths/moths.
html!
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