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HOME, HOME ON THE BIOME

You probably don’t think much about your biome, do you? Maybe if you were a lizard or a coral or a
polar bear, you'd be more aware of it. Or, then again, maybe you'd still take your biome for granted.

A biome is a region with a distinct climate, a dominant type of plant, and specific organisms which
characteristic to that region. There are 6 major land biomes and 2 major water biomes on the earth.

Use the information in the boxes at the bottom of pages 200 and 201 to complete the following tasks.
Write your answers in the box for each corresponding biome.

I. Label the name of each biome.

II. Write characteristics of each biome.

III. List some organisms that would be found in that biome.

Biomes Organisms
tropical rain forest leopards crayfish moose lichens &
temperate deciduous forest deer sharks corals mosses
grassland parrot caribou cacti armadillos
desert vines squirrels trout bears
taiga sagebrush prairie dogs  plankton sponges |
tundra monkeys antelope armadillos whales
salt water snakes polar bears orchids alligators
fresh water ferns woodpecker  water lilies tadpoles
fir trees palm trees birch trees cougars
walrus grasses pine trees penguins
algae pondweed maple trees
foxes lizards lions
Use with page 201.
Name

The BASICINot Boring Middle Grades Science Book

|

|

©Incentive Publications, Inc., Nashville




[image: image2.jpg]|

A I
(AR
(i
(I If

LA

with page 200.

5
% "li”z/ ?"f.

v

174
7-,["[:1]"'.‘.’1 WO

p———
—
“‘W‘”:
et e
- LS - % 7
i A I 4;//"/’ //1//(°( . - :
—

-’
- s -

|
j ',{'I//

— //// o T
e

Characteristics of Biomes
| salt water ponds permafrost plentiful rainfall

' no trees fleshy plants grazing animals very hot temperatures

* little rain rivers swamps large, juicy fruit

! streams sparse plant life trees lose leaves irregular precipitation
coniferous forests marshes cold desert plants that store water
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Ecosystems

HAT’'S WHAT IN THE ECOSYSTEM?

of pond water is one. A whole ocean is one. So is a rotten log in the forest. So is a coral reef
‘the bark of a tree. One what? An ecosystem! You might think of an ecosystem as being some-

huge. But, actually, it can be any size. It is any spot where living organisms are interacting
zach other and their nonliving environment. Show how much you know about ecosystems by
ring the following questions.

What is the difference between a biosphere and a community?

Is there only one population in a community?

What is a niche in a community?

If you study ecology, what are you studying?

What is the difference between an environment and an ecosystem?

When organisms in a community have a contest against each other for the life requirements,
what are they doing?

- When a raccoon eats a frog, which animal is the prey?

In a relationship of commensalism, is either of the two organisms harmed?

In a parasitic relationship, is either of the two organisms harmed?

. What do decomposers and scavengers have in common?

1. What is the first link in every food chain?

. What is the difference between a food web and a food chain?

IM STILL LOOKING FOR
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